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DANSPACE PROJECT ANNOUNCES  

THE SPRING 2008 PERFORMANCE SEASON 
 
New York, NY – Danspace Project announces a spring 2008 performance season 
filled with fresh, bold performances by some of today's most innovative 
contemporary dance artists.  Inspired offerings by celebrated dance veterans and 
promising up-and-comers grace our historic performance space.  The season opens 
on April 3rd with the premiere of Carrie Ahern’s The Unity of Skin and continues 
through June 28th.  Throughout the season, Danspace Project will present 
commissioned works from a broad range of local and international choreographers.   
 
As part of our City/Dans series, Danspace Project offers audiences a first look at 
new work by New York City-based artists.  We present the premieres of Alex 
Escalante’s Clandestino; Hilary Easton + Company’s Noise + Speed; Susan 
Rethorst’s 208 East Broadway part two; Brendan McCall’s Stark Weather; and 
Tom Pearson and Zach Morris’ Vanishing Point. 
 
From The Netherlands, Danspace Project welcomes the eminent duo Leine & 
Roebana.  Their internationally acclaimed work Sporen will receive its New York 
debut.   
 
We partner once again with Brooklyn’s BRICstudio to present two Out of Space @ 
BRICstudio showcases.  The series’ new curator Ishmael Houston-Jones brings 
together a diverse roster of dance artists. 
 
Students and alumni of University of Winsonsin-Milwaukee and Hollins 
University perform as part of our Academy Dances series.  With this series, 
curators Terry Creach and Bebe Miller showcases the next generation of dance-
makers emerging from renowned university/college dance departments. 
 
At our 2008 Gala on Tuesday, May 20th, along with Benefit Committee Co-Chairs 
Mikhail Baryshnikov, Trisha Brown, Merce Cunningham, and Harvey Lichtenstein, 
we honor Danspace Project Board Member and former Executive Director Laurie 
Uprichard.  

 

 
131 East 10th Street, New York, NY 10003 
ph: 212-674-8112  fax: 212-529-2318 
www.danspaceproject.org
 

 

 
MORE… 

mailto:rennica@danspaceproject.org
http://www.danspaceproject.org/
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SPR ING 2008 PERFORMANCE  SCHEDULE  AT  A  GLANCE:  
 
City/Dans:  Carrie Ahern Dance 

The Unity of Skin 
April 3-5, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30 PM  
Admission: $15.00 ($10 Danspace Project Members) 

 
City/Dans:  Alex Escalante 

Clandestino 
April 10-12, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $15.00 ($10 Danspace Project Members) 
 

Out of Space @ BRICstudio 
April 18-19, 2008 • [Fri-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $12.00 ($10 Students with valid ID) 
Reservations: (718) 855-7882 x 53 or www.bricstudio.org 
Location: 57 Rockwell Place, 2nd Floor (around the corner from the BAM Harvey Theater) 
 

Global Exchange (The Netherlands): Leine & Roebana 
Sporen 
April 25-26, 2008 • [Fri*-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $15.00 ($10 Danspace Project Members) 

 
Academy Dances:  The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Hollins University 

May 1-2, 2008 • [Thu-Fri] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $10.00 ($7 Danspace Project Members) 

 
City/Dans: Hilary Easton + Company 

Noise + Speed 
May 8-10, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $20.00 ($13 Danspace Project Members) 

 
Out of Space @ BRICstudio 

May 23-24, 2008 • [Fri-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $12.00 ($10 Students with valid ID) 
Reservations: (718) 855-7882 x 53 or www.bricstudio.org 
Location: 57 Rockwell Place, 2nd Floor (around the corner from the BAM Harvey Theater) 
 

City/Dans: Susan Rethorst 
208 East Broadway part two 
May 29-31, 2008 • [Thu*-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $20.00 ($13 Danspace Project Members) 
 

City/Dans: Brendan McCall 
 Stark Weather 

June 5-7, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $15.00 ($10 Danspace Project Members) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
June 19-21, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $5.00 + 2 cans of food or $10.00 
 

City/Dans: Tom Pearson and Zach Morris 
Vanishing Point 
June 26-28, 2008 • [Thu*-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $15.00 (Danspace Project Members) 
 

*Followed by a Rap-Up 

 
*RAP-UPS 
 
Rap-Ups are a series of informal post-performance dialogues between the choreographers and the 
audience, moderated by distinguished members of the performing arts community.  They are held in the 
Parish Hall of St. Mark’s Church.  Light refreshments are served.  This season, we will host discussions 
with: 

Leine & Roebana • Friday, April 25, 2008 
Susan Rethorst • Thursday, May 29, 2008 
Tom Pearson and Zach Morris • Thursday, June 26, 2008 

 

 
SPRING 2008 PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE IN DETAIL:  

 
City/Dans:  
Carrie Ahern Dance 
The Unity of Skin 
April 3-5, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $15.00 (members $10.00)  

Choreographer Carrie Ahern returns to Danspace Project with a new evening length work 
entitled The Unity of Skin.  The work is envisioned to be an unending labyrinth of textures that 
encourages viewers to distort form and embrace the possibility of continuing indefinitely.  An 
intimate trio performed by David Figueroa, Kelly Hayes, and Jillian Hollis, The Unity of Skin 
features a malleable set of crocheted fabric and costumes by visual artist Olek and lighting 
design by Carol Mullins.  Cellist/composer Greg Heffernan contributes an original score that is 
performed live on cello and laptop.   
 
“…a rich tapestry of densely layered images of pent–up ferocity.  …striking investigation.” 

Culture Catch 
 

Carrie Ahern, a Wisconsin native, is a dance and performance artist, who has been based in 
New York City since 1995.  Carrie’s first evening length work Red was commissioned both by 
Danspace Project and Works & Process at the Guggenheim.  Her shorter works have been 
presented by several New York City venues, including P.S.122, Dixon Place, WAX, Movement 
Research at Judson Church, the Angel Orensanz Foundation, Dance New Amsterdam, 
Chashama, Cunningham, The Flea, and Soundance among others.  Nationally and 
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internationally, her work has been presented at the Baltimore Theatre Project, Danceworks, 
Walker’s Point Arts Center in Milwaukee, Le Regard du Cygne in Paris, and at the Festival 
D’OFF in Avignon, France.  

 
The Unity of Skin is made possible, in part, with funds from the 2007-08 Danspace Project Commissioning Initiative with support 
from the Jerome Foundation.  The Unity of Skin has been made possible, in part, by a Brooklyn Arts Exchange Space Grant; a 
fractured Atlas Creative Development Grant; Materials for the Arts with the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs; NYC 
Department of Sanitation, NYC Department of Education; and generous individual donors. 
 
 

City/Dans:  
Alex Escalante 
Clandestino 
April 10-12, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $15.00 (members $10.00)  

Alex Escalante’s new evening length quartet Clandestino finds inspiration in the struggle to 
maintain one's culture independent of borders, boundaries, passports, or green cards.  Escalante, 
a son of Mexican immigrants, uses the personal narrative of his parents’ decision to leave their 
homeland as a springboard for a wider investigation of illegal migration.  The work comments on 
current issues facing the undocumented population.  Utilizing film, live music, and Mexican 
social dance, Clandestino sheds light on a seemingly invisible population.  The work features 
performance by Renée Archibald, Escalante, Pedro Osorio, and Sandy Tillett with lighting 
design by Joe Lavasseur. 
 
Alex Escalante, originally from Los Angeles, graduated from SUNY Purchase.  He has worked 
in New York with Donna Uchizono Company, Jennifer Monson/Birdbrain, Doug Elkins, Doug 
Varone, David Neumann, Gerald Casel, the Metropolitan Opera, and has been fortunate to tour 
as Merce Cunningham’s personal assistant.  He was featured in the musical film Romance and 
Cigarettes directed by John Turturro.  His own work, as well as choreography for theatre with 
Division 13 Productions, has been presented at DTW, Danspace Project, LaMaMa E.T.C., Dixon 
Place, Movement Research at Judson Church, Joe’s Pub, and Here Arts Center.  In February 
2007, his most recent work Swallow Sand was presented by DTW as part of a Studio Series 
Residency.  Escalante is currently a 2007-2008 Movement Research Artist in Residence.  He also 
works as a freelance photographer and is an avid surfer.  
 
Clandestino is made possible, in part, with funds from the 2007-08 Danspace Project Commissioning Initiative with support from 
the Jerome Foundation.  The development of this project was supported through Movement Research's Artist-in-Residence 
program and through LEXDance's Under the Radar Residency Program at Lexington Center for the Arts in Greene County New 
York.  Additional support was provided by the NYS DanceForce with funding from the New York State Council on the Arts 
Dance Program, Altria Group, Inc. and The J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation. 

 
 
Out of Space @ BRICstudio 
April 18-19, 2008 • [Fri-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $12.00 ($10.00 for students with valid ID) 
Reservations: (718) 855-7882 x 53 or www.bricstudio.org 
Location: 57 Rockwell Place, 2nd Floor (around the corner from the BAM Harvey Theater) 

Out of Space @ BRICstudio, co-presented by Danspace Project and BRICstudio, returns for its 
fifth season.  The dynamic and diverse program features contemporary artists brought together 
by the new series curator, Ishmael Houston-Jones. 
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Pele Bauch offers an up-close performance experience with -ism.  Dancers Bauch and Christine 
Sandifer unfurl in the discovery of audience members closely surrounding their duet.   Kelly 
Donovan’s De Facto Dance performs Many-Many-Many, an investigation of neurological 
disorders affecting perception.  Jeremy Laverdure’s Empty Every Night uses Muzak, Adult 
Beginning Theatrical Dance, and an imaginary slide show to create an elegy for all the things 
we’ve lost that we never even knew we had.  Rebecca Lubart presents Keep clicking, Dorothy, 
a solo that asks how we get to be where we are and where we go from there.  Dawn Springer 
performs a new solo work using bravery and solitude in art making as a spring-board.  
 
Ishamel Houston-Jones (curator) is the coordinator for the Lambent Fellowships in the Arts, a 
program of TIDES Foundation.  He is also a writer of fiction and essays, a curator of dance and 
performance, a performer and a choreographer.  He lives and works in New York City and is on 
the board of directors of the Danspace Project. 
 
Out of Space @ BRICstudio is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 

 
 
Global Exchange (The Netherlands): 
Leine & Roebana 
Sporen 
April 25-26, 2008 • [Fri*-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $15.00 (members $10.00) 

With the emotional and idiosyncratic work Sporen, Netherlands-based duo Andrea Leine and 
Harijono Roebana confront the different movement approaches and ideologies that have 
become signatures in their previous work.  Though constructed from elements of earlier pieces, 
Sporen is a distinct creation with its own internal logic.  Constantly switching between multi-
layered physical counterpoint, aggressive attack, ambiguous simplicity, and organic 
deconstruction, the movement style is as demanding as it is natural.  Sporen is performed by 
Alba Barral Fernandez, Sara del Barrio Benito, Uri Eugenio, Tim Persent, Lia Poole, 
Ederson Rodrigues Zavier, and Heather Ware.   
 
"...fascinating dance idiom, poignant music, pure aesthetics." 

Haagsche Courant  
 

Andrea Leine and Harijono Roebana have been collaborating since 1989.  Their work is based 
on the expressive power of pure movement and on human emotion.  Together, Leine and 
Roebana have developed a unique, idiosyncratic dance idiom based on a novel approach to 
symmetry, rhythm, and composition.  The relationship between dance and music is at the heart of 
their work.  Their musical bias mirrors their quest for authenticity: be it newly composed or by 
Renaissance or Baroque composers, performed live or recorded for tape.  The common 
denominator is the search for expressive art that challenges perception.  www.leineroebana.com 

 
Sporen is funded, in part, by the Netherlands Culture Fund, Consulate General of The Netherlands in New York, Theater Instituut 
Nederland, and the National Dance Project (NDP) of the New England Foundation for the Arts.  Lead funding for NDP is 
provided by Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.  Additional funding provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Ford 
Foundation, and JP Morgan Chase.  Leine & Roebana is subsidized by the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Sciences. 
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Academy Dances 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Hollins University 
May 1-2, 2008 • [Thu-Fri] at 8:30PM  
Admission: $10.00 (members $7.00) 

With Academy Dances, Danspace Project showcases the next generation of dance-makers 
emerging from renowned college and university dance departments.  This season we welcome 
students and alumni from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Hollins University.  
Kathy Kaufmann’s lighting design enhances the performances. 
 
On Thursday, May 1st, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) Department of Dance 
presents choreographic works from current undergraduate and graduate students and alumni.  
Performers including Portland, Oregon-based Suniti Dernovsek, Bessie Award recipient Gerald 
Casel, New Yorkers Eric Jackson Bradley, Daniel Gwirtzman, and Rebecca Sten, and 
Milwaukee-based Monica Rodero and Dan Schuchart demonstrate UWM’s commitment to 
choreographic innovation. 
  
Recognized for producing thought provoking, cutting-edge work, Hollins University alumnae, 
MFA students, and current undergraduates present an evening of performances on Friday, May 
2nd that push beyond traditional dance boundaries and seek to redefine what choreographic work 
can be.   
 

 
City/Dans: 
Hilary Easton + Company 
Noise + Speed 
May 8-10, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30PM  
Admission: $20.00 (members $13.00) 

Noise + Speed, a new evening-length work choreographed and directed by Hilary Easton, mines 
the Italian Futurists’ Manifesto.  Examining the ways in which rigid dogma can steer our 
thinking and actions, Noise + Speed guides viewers through a series of manifesto-driven 
experiences while mirroring and commenting upon the screeds of the turn-of-the 19th Century 
Futurist ideologues.  The work features original music by composer Thomas Cabaniss and 
lighting design by Carol Mullins.  It is performed by actor Steven Rattazzi and dancers 
Alexandra Albrecht, Hilary Easton, Michael Ingle, Joshua Palmer, Emily Pope-Blackman, 
and Sarah Young.   
 
“...so intelligent and engaging.” 

The New York Times  
 

The work of Hilary Easton + Company has been presented since 1992 at venues including 
American Dance Festival, Danspace Project, Dance Theater Workshop, P.S. 122, The Center for 
Contemporary Arts of Santa Fe, Women and Their Work, The University of Texas, Bennington 
College, Central Park SummerStage, The Yard, and Lincoln Center Out-of-Doors.  The company 
has been the recipient of the Paul Taylor Fellowship, and has also been honored with grants from 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Mertz Gilmore Foundation, The Jerome Foundation, 
The Harkness Foundation for Dance, The Bossak-Heilbron Foundation, The Maxine Greene 
Foundation for Social Imagination, the Arts, and Education, Meet The Composer, and The 
Manhattan Community Arts Fund.  The Company has been generously supported by HSBC 
Banks, Bank of America, and Lehman Brothers.  www.hilaryeaston.com

http://www.hilaryeaston.com/
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Noise + Speed is made possible, in part, with funds from the 2007-08 Danspace Project Commissioning Initiative with support 
from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

 
 
Out of Space @ BRICstudio 
May 23-24, 2008 • [Fri-Sat] at 8:30 PM 
Admission: $12.00 ($10.00 for students with valid ID) 
Reservations: (718) 855-7882 x 53 or www.bricstudio.org
Location: 57 Rockwell Place, 2nd Floor (around the corner from the BAM Harvey Theater) 

In our second Out of Space @ BRICstudio presentation of the spring 2008 season, co-presenters 
Danspace Project and BRICstudio offer another series of compelling performances curated by 
Ishmael Houston-Jones.   
 
Michael Helland endeavors to enter the realm of the divine with It Just Didn't Sparkle.  The new 
solo work is a self-created mythology that skates along the delusions of mass “celebritization.”  
Aki Sasamoto’s Modified habits unravels the magnified details and haunting symbolism that 
slowly build up in memories of objects.  Arturo Vidich presents cold heading, a forging 
operation undertaken without the benefit of heat.  Fiona McCrotty-Dolega presents excerpts 
from Continental Drift, a new work that delves into our connection to the earth.  Lynn 
Neuman's Vic and Dee: Through the Years uses irony and wit to highlight the tribulations and 
triumphs of friendships and the joys and perils of growing up in the 80s.  In Shani Nwando 
Ikerioha Collins/ Eternal Works’ new multi-media collaboration two sisters delve into 
childhood memories and intimate relationships.  Eva Schmidt presents, To Horse! Strike Tents, 
an investigation of the complex and contradictory relationships we create with the places we call 
home. 
 
Ishamael Houston Jones (curator) is the coordinator for the Lambent Fellowships in the Arts, a 
program of TIDES Foundation.  He is also a writer of fiction and essays, a curator of dance and 
performance, a performer and a choreographer. He lives and works in New York City and is on 
the board of directors of the Danspace Project. 

 
Out of Space @ BRICstudio is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 
 

City/Dans:  
Susan Rethorst 
208 East Broadway part two 
May 29-31, 2008 • [Thu*-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $20.00 (members $13.00) 

Susan Rethorst will premiere the second in a series of “No Money/No Space” dances.  As with 
its predecessor 208 East Broadway, this new work comments on the current conditions 
surrounding the dance field and subverts those conditions to facilitate Rethorst's choreography.  
In part one, which premiered as part of Dance Theater Workshop's Nothing Festival in April 
2007, Rethorst choreographed a work exclusively in her living room and subsequently recreated 
the room in DTW's performance space.  In this second installment, Rethorst extends her vision of 
home by incorporating work created in the park visible from her living room window.  Dancers 
include Vicky Shick, Jeanine Durning, Deborah Black, Rethorst, and others to be announced.  
The award-winning Carol Mullins lights the work. 
 

http://www.bricstudio.org/
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“Someone may one day figure out how Ms. Rethorst creates worlds out of single, simple 
gestures, as she does here, for instance, with a finger tracing an arm.  A matter of 
momentous-feeling non sequiturs, “208 East Broadway” is a mystery whose elements all 
seem unpuzzlingly inevitable.” 

The New York Times 
 
Susan Rethorst studied Dance at Bennington College, where she met Judith Dunn, a participant 
in the Judson Church performances.  From 1975 to 1995, Rethorst steadily created dances out of 
New York City.  She has worked consistently with several dancers, including Vicky Shick and 
Susan Braham.  She has also developed a close peer relationship with the choreographer Tere 
O'Connor, with whom she collaborated in 1992, and whom she has invited to participate in her 
work on occasion.  In 1995, Rethorst relocated to Amsterdam, Holland.  She continues to work, 
perform, and teach in both America and Europe.  Rethorst was among the first to receive a New 
York Dance and Performance (Bessie)Award for Outstanding Achievement in 1985.  She has 
received many grants from the National Endowment for the Arts from 1979-1994, as well as 
from the Creative Artist's Public Service Program, the New York State Council on the Arts, the 
Foundation for Contemporary Performance, the New York Foundation for the Arts, the Emie 
Pagnano Memorial Fund, the Joyce Mertz Gilmore Foundation and the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation.  In addition to The Museum of Modern Art, The Kitchen, Dance Theater 
Workshop, Danspace Project, and P.S. 122, various dance theaters, universities, and festivals 
throughout the U.S. have presented Rethorst's work.  Internationally, her work has been 
produced by The Holland Festival, Spazio Zero Rome, The Kunsthalle Basel, The Aix-en-
Provence Festival, and Jerusalem's Room Festival, among others.  Commissions include those 
from the Jerome Foundation, Creative Time, The Ram Island Dance Company, and the Maine 
Festival of Arts, among others.  Teaching engagements include Dansens Hus in Copenhagen; the 
Laban Center in London; Festival 2000 in Helsinki; Dartington College in England; and 
Movement Research.  
 
208 Broadway part two is made possible, in part, with funds from the 2007-08 Danspace Project Commissioning Initiative with 
support from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 
 

 
 
City/Dans:  
Brendan McCall 
Stark Weather 
June 5-7, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $15.00 (members $10.00) 

Stark Weather, a world premiere performance piece choreographed and directed by Brendan 
McCall, draws its inspiration from pulp fiction and radio dramas of the 1950s.  The evening-
length work questions the stories that we see, hear, and remember.  In addition to the live 
performances, Stark Weather will feature an online interactive component developed by 
Alexander Rea.  Performers include Emilee Dupre, Ben Weaver, and others.  Kryssy Wright's 
lighting design complements the work. 
 
“…eloquent.  Mr. McCall may not have chosen to call himself a dancer, but it was 
clear that for him dance could be thought made visible and palpable.” 

The New York Times 
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Brendan McCall is a movement artist whose choreographies have been presented by Danspace 
Project since 1996.  He has directed and choreographed over 30 pieces in the United States, 
Europe, and Asia, and divides his time between New York City and Oslo, Norway.  McCall is 
currently on the faculty of the Yale School of Drama and the New School for Drama. 
 
Stark Weather is made possible, in part, with funds from the 2007-08 Danspace Project Commissioning Initiative with support 
from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and Danspace Project's Dans/Creation Fund.  Stark Weather was developed, in part, 
through a dance residency at Wilson College (Paula Kellinger, Chair). 

 
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
June 19-21, 2008 •  [Thu-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $5 + 2 cans of food or $10.00 

Danspace Project’s popular performance sampler returns for the spring season with three 
engaging nights of performance.  This season, in association with the New York State 
DanceForce, we aim to spark dialogue across the state by presenting upstate and local artists 
together on three programs.  Curators Gregory Cary of Kaatsbaan International Dance Center 
(Thursday), Sondra Loring of Upriver/Downtown Dance (Friday) and Marýa Wethers of 
Dance Theater Workshop (Saturday) serve up an enticing medley of work by contemporary 
dance artists.  Artists confirmed to date include Sidra Bell, Takemi Kitamura, Tamieca 
McCloud, and Leah Morrison.  Christine Shallenberg lights the performances.  Food 
proceeds collected during the weekend benefit the AIDS Service Center, NYC.  www.ascnyc.org 
 
The New York State DanceForce is a network of dance activists committed to increasing the 
quantity and quality of dance activity across the state.  Danspace Project is a long standing 
member of the DanceForce, and this edition of FOOD FOR THOUGHT is just one of our 
DanceForce projects that links artists and audiences statewide.  This summer, Danspace will 
support two arts workshops in Hudson, NY taught by Sondra Loring in conjunction with her site-
specific performance at the Olana State Historic Site.  www.danceforce.org 
 
Gregory Cary, Vice President and Executive Director of Kaatsbaan, is a graduate of the 
Juilliard School of Music.  He received his dance training from Jose Limon, Margaret Craske, 
Vladimir Dougodovsky, and at the American Ballet Theatre School.  He began his professional 
career touring Mexico, has performed with many ballet and modern dance companies, including 
American Ballet Theatre, The New Jersey Ballet, and River Repertory.  He has worked with 
choreographers, including Jose Limón, Anna Sokolow and Kazuko Hirabayashi. He was on the 
dance faculty of the State University of New York, has been a dance critic for The Poughkeepsie 
Journal, and is currently on the dance panel of the New York State Council on the Arts.  He is a 
nationally recognized visual artist and collaborated on the set design for Paul Taylor’s So Long 
Eden.  Mr. Cary is Co-founder and the Artistic Director of the Kaatsbaan International Dance 
Center in Tivoli, New York. 
 
Sondra Loring, founder of the ImprovisationFestival/NY, was a New York City-based 
choreographer for almost two decades before choosing to relocate to the Hudson Valley.  She has 
organized performances, master classes, open improvisations, and choreographed in unusual 
locations, including the Pocketbook Factory, Olana State Historical Site and the Saugerties 
Lighthouse.  She continues to bring artists, musicians, and dancers together, creating a 
community that brings new audiences to dance.  Sondra received a Bessie (New York Dance and 
Performance Award) for her participation in the NYC dance community as a performer, 
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improviser, and writer.  She lives on a small farm with her beloved Isa, and their two rascally 
sons. 
 
Marýa Wethers is the Associate Producer at Dance Theater Workshop.  She had the pleasure of 
working as the Marketing Associate at Danspace Project from 1999-2004.  Marýa curated the 
Out of Space @ BRICstudio series for Danspace Project from 2003 to 2007, as well as two 
evenings of FOOD FOR THOUGHT.  As a performer, Marýa has worked with Faye Driscoll, 
Pavel Zustiak/Palissimo, Yanira Castro + Company (1998-2005), and Joyce S. Lim.  Film/video 
appearances include a featured role in the dance film Lez Side Story and small roles in three other 
independent films.  Television credits include hosting Move the Frame, a program about video 
dance on MNN and BCAT.  Marýa was honored to be featured in a profile in Gay City News 
(June 2006).  Her own writing, UnCHARTed Legacies: women of color in post-modern dance, 
was published in the 25th Anniversary Movement Research Performance Journal #27/28.  
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT is supported, in part, by the NYS DanceForce, with funding from the New York State 
Council on the Arts Dance Program and Altria Group, Inc.  FOOD FOR THOUGHT is supported, in 
part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 
 

 
 

City/Dans:  
Tom Pearson and Zach Morris 
Vanishing Point 
June 26-28, 2008 • [Thu-Sat] at 8:30PM 
Admission: $15.00 (members $10.00) 

Vanishing Point is a nuanced, site-specific dance work that engages St. Mark's Church both as a 
sanctuary and an architectural structure evocative of the columns and porticos of the rural south.  
Wickedly funny and suddenly somber, the work fuses aggressive, exhaustive movement and live 
music by the whisky-powered, alt-bluegrass ensemble The Dang-it Bobbys.  Vanishing Point is a 
confluence of slipping memories, improbable tales, and faulty recollections: mossy skies, hoodoo 
swamp monsters, sticky pralines and shrouded suicides.  Dancers include Donna Ahmadi, Zach 
Morris, Marissa Nielsen-Pincus, Tom Pearson, Tara O'Con, and Jennine Willet.  Original 
music created by Kris Bauman and The Dang-it Bobbys, costumes designed by Karen Young, 
and Carol Mullin’s lighting design contribute to the overall effect.   
 
“...movement that shimmers with unusual psychic static.” 

The New Yorker 
 
Tom Pearson and Zach Morris work in a variety of media that includes site-specific 
performance, dance, film, visual art, and large-scale installations.  Through the lens of 
contemporary movement, unabashed theatricality and striking, dream-like images, Pearson and 
Morris create dense, evocative worlds that illuminate the transient and the transformational, 
using movement abstracted from and coupled with everyday action.  Their work has been seen 
internationally, around the U.S., and at numerous venues in New York City, including Lincoln 
Center Out-of-Doors, South Street Seaport, the Smithsonian National Museum of the American 
Indian as part of the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council’s Sitelines Series, Dance Theater 
Workshop, La MaMa ETC, Dance New Amsterdam, University Settlement/The New York 
Fringe Festival, Dixon Place, The Williamsburg Art Nexus, The D.U.M.B.O. Dance Festival, 
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and, with The Thunderbird Indian Dancers, Theater for the New City.  Pearson and Morris have 
been granted residencies or commissions from the Hong Kong Youth Arts Foundation, The 
Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, American Express’s River to River 
Festival, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Danspace Project, Dance Theater Workshop, 
La MaMa ETC, LMCC, the Swarthmore Project, Epiphany Theatre Company, and others.  
www.thirdrailprojects.com 
 
Vanishing Point is made possible, in part, with funds from the 2007-08 Danspace Project Commissioning Initiative with support 
from the Jerome Foundation and Danspace Project's Dans/Creation Fund.  These performances are supported by an Outer/Space 
grant, a program of Dance Theater Workshop supported, in part, by JPMorgan Chase and public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the New York City Council.  Vanishing Point is also made possible by funds from Third Rail 
Projects, with support from private donors.  Vanishing Point is supported in part by the Live Music for Dance Program of the 
American Music Center (www.amc.net).   
 
 
 

DANSPACE PROJECT GALA 
Danspace Project's 2008 Gala takes place on Tuesday, May 20, 2008.  Along with Benefit Committee 
Co-Chairs Mikhail Baryshnikov, Trisha Brown, Merce Cunningham, and Harvey Lichtenstein, we honor 
Danspace Project Board member and former Executive Director Laurie Uprichard.  
 
The Gala evening will begin with cocktails at 6:00pm, followed by a seated dinner at 7:00pm, and 
performances and dessert at approximately 9:00pm.  Tickets for individuals range from $75 (dessert and 
performance only) to $1,000 with tables of ten beginning at $3,000.  The evening will feature 
performances by Valda Setterfield & David Gordon/Pick Up Performance Co(S.), Steve Paxton, 
and Urban Bush Women. 
 
For more information, contact Kate Garroway at kate@danspaecproject.org or (212) 674-3554. 

 
 

 

 
ABOUT DANSPACE PROJECT 
Danspace Project was founded by artists in 1974 to provide a performance venue for independent 
experimental choreographers.  Today, Danspace is an international leader in the commissioning and 
presentation of contemporary dance recognized for the breadth and innovation of its programming.  In 
the sanctuary of the landmark St. Mark's Church in-the-Bowery, and in various remarkable venues 
throughout New York City, Danspace provides dance artists with unique environments in which to 
explore and realize their creative visions. 
 
Danspace Project's mission is to stimulate, promote, and present challenging new work in dance from a 
broad range of artistic voices within a distinguished and nurturing environment.  Danspace Project 
encourages choreographers to take risks and is committed to assisting artists in realizing their creative 
visions within a professional setting. Danspace also seeks to provide a receptive public to engage in and 
be transformed by the work of artists. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  When referring to these performances in any press, we ask that you list Danspace Project as the 
presenter.  It is incorrect to refer to it as a performance presented by St. Mark's Church.  
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Danspace Project's 2007-2008 Commissioning Initiative has received support from the Jerome Foundation, The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, Mid-Size Presenting Organizations Initiative, implemented by the Nonprofit Finance Fund and funded by the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation; and the New York State Council on the Arts. With this funding, Danspace has this spring commissioned new work 
by Carrie Ahern, Alex Escalante, Hilary Easton, Susan Rethorst, Brendan McCall, and Tom Pearson and Zach Morris. We offer our very 
special thanks to Cynthia Gehrig, Deborah Lim, and Diane E. Ragsdale for their critical support of artists' work. We are also immensely 
grateful for the generous individuals who support the Dans/Creation Fund.   
  
Danspace Project programs are made possible in part through PUBLIC FUNDS from the National Endowment for the Arts (a federal 
agency); the New York State Council on the Arts (a state agency); the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation; The New York State Music Fund, established by the New York State Attorney General at Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors; 
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs; and Materials for the Arts (a joint program of the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs 
and the Department of Sanitation). Danspace Project extends special thanks to New York State Senator Thomas K. Duane, State Assembly 
Member Deborah J. Glick, City Council Member Rosie Mendez, City Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn, Governor Eliot Spitzer, and 
Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer for their generous support of the 2007-2008 season. 
  
Danspace Project gratefully acknowledges the PRIVATE SUPPORT of Altria Group, Inc.; Bloomberg; Carnegie Corporation of New 
York;  The Joseph and Joan Cullman Foundation for the Arts; Royal Danish Consulate General & the Danish Arts Council; Foundation for 
Contemporary Arts; French Cultural Services; FUSED: French U.S. Exchange in Dance, a program of the National Dance Project/New 
England Foundation for the Arts and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York, in collaboration with FACE (French 
American Cultural Exchange), with lead funding from Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, and The Florence Gould Foundation; The 
Greenwall Foundation; Greenwich Collection; The Harkness Foundation for Dance; The Japan Foundation; the Jerome Foundation; the 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation; Multi-Arts Production Fund, a program of Creative Capital, supported by the Rockefeller Foundation; The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; Mertz Gilmore Foundation; Community Funds, Inc. - LuEsther T. Mertz Advised Fund; Mid Atlantic Arts 
Foundation in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts Regional Touring Program; Mid-Size Presenting Organizations 
Initiative, implemented by the Nonprofit Finance Fund and funded by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation; National Performance 
Network; The Netherland-America Foundation; The Consulate General of the Netherlands in New York; New England Foundation for the 
Arts/National Dance Project; The New York Community Trust; North Fork Bank; Québec Government House, New York; The Jerome 
Robbins Foundation; the James E. Robison Foundation; Rockefeller Brothers Fund; The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc.; 
Select Equity Group; The Starr Foundation; Starry Night Fund of the Tides Foundation; THE SUITCASE FUND: A Project of Ideas and 
Means in Cross-Cultural Artist Relations; the Trust for Mutual Understanding; and the Lila Acheson Wallace Theater Fund, established in 
The New York Community Trust by the founders of The Reader's Digest Association, and the Members of Danspace Project. 
 
Danspace Project receives additional support from the Altria Group, Inc.; ExxonMobil; IBM; Moody's Foundation; and Time Warner 
through employee matching gift programs. 
 
Danspace Project's 2007-2008 City/Dans series is presented with the generous support of The Greenwall Foundation, and with public funds 
from the National Endowment for the Arts and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
  
Danspace Project's 2007-2008 DraftWork, Out of Space, and FOOD FOR THOUGHT series are supported, in part, by public funds from 
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 
Lighting equipment provided courtesy of DTW and The Joyce Theater; Danspace Project offers a very special thanks to Chloe Z. Brown, 
Linda Shelton, Nathan Hurlin, Valerie Simmons, and Geoff Freeman. Thank you to Jerry Telson of Klearvue Inc. for seat cushions and to 
Pam Tanowitz for seat cushion covers. 
 
Danspace Project gratefully acknowledges Pangea, the official restaurant of Danspace Project, as well as the Altria Group, Inc., The 
Kitchen Club and Chibi's Bar, The Open Pantry, Ozone Design, Inc., Robert B. Parker, Charlie Russo/ViData, Starcraft Press, The Joseph 
S. and Diane H. Steinberg Charitable Trust, Taste Caterers, Tom Cat Bakery, Union Square Wines & Spirits, Vassilaros Coffee, Veselka, 
and 'wichcraft, generous providers of snacks, beverages, products, and services for Danspace Project events. 
 
Danspace Project is a member of the Arts & Business Council, the Association of Performing Arts Presenters, Dance/NYC, Dance/USA, 
and the New York State DanceForce. 
 
Danspace Project relies heavily on ticket revenue to sustain our adventurous programming. However, it is our policy not to refuse 
admission solely on the inability to pay full price. 
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